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VETERINARY EXPERIENCE. 


Through the medium of a neutral journal, we are 
able to-day to give an account of the professional 
riences of a German veterinary surgeon during 

the first three months of the war. 

To most readers it will be interesting ; to some it 
may be useful. Very many veterinary surgeons 
have joined in the war without military experience ; 
and these will probably be glad of any professional 
information regarding army conditions and methods. 
Unfortunately, the best of such information that we 
have been able to give so far comes from neither a 
fellow-countryman nor an ally. Many English 
veterinary surgeons, since the outbreak of war, 
have been able to write something which might aid 
civilian colleagues entering a new field of profession- 


_al work, They cannot all have lacked the time; 


we can only conclude that the will was wanting. 
That is regrettable ; especially as, though Eberlein’s 
article is good so far as it goes, we think it quite 


possible to produce a better and fuller one. 


GLANDERS. 


. Glanders has shown a striking decline during the 
first three months of this year. In the correspond- 
ing period of last year there were 26 outbreaks, in- 
volving 70 horses. This year, the figures are only 
7 outbreaks and 11 horses. Eight of the thirteen 
weeks showed no outbreaks; and four of these 
blank weeks were consecutive, and formed the last 
four weeks of the quarter. A month without 
glanders is a record unprecedented in this kingdom. 

We have very little glanders left in the country 
now; we shall have less when the war is over. 
Afterwards, we may expect to re-import the disease 
from the Continent—wars always spread glanders 
more or less, and we have probably sent some in- 
fected horses abroad to aid the process. No one 
can say how much disease our Army will bring 
back—probably less than was in the country ten 
ago—but the first thing that will happen will 

a large sale of army horses, and a wide dissemin- 
ation of any disease that exists among them. 
Mallein enabled us to make such progress against 

ders before the war that we may confidently 

any recrudescence of the disease afterwards. 

But why should we not use mallein to prevent such 
a recrudescence ? 

To test all army horses before sale, and if possible 
to retest them two or three months later, might 
save the State much money. At present, glanders 
is dying out of England ; that step would prevent 
it from gaining a new lease of life. 


Minitary EXPERIENCES OF A GERMAN VETERINARY 
SURGEON. 


R. Eberlein, who, in the capacity of veterin 
officer in the Eighth Army Gh 
pated in the German campaign against France w 
to the end of October, has reported (Monatschri 
fiir prakt Teerheilkunde) his numerous experiences 
and observations during that period. He remarks 
that modern war confronts official veterinarians 
with a new and serious task, and that many who 
are still novices may gain much aid in it from the 
experience of others. 

he horses of the corps to which Eberlein was 
attached (with the exception of some officers’ 
horses) were animals acquired from private sources, 
and of the most diverse breeds. As a rule their 
ages ranged from six to twelve years ; some were a 
little younger, but none were less than four years 
old. Notwithstanding the tremendous fatigue 
which they had to undergo for six weeks, which in- 
cluded fast marches of from 60 to 70 kilometres 
(1 kilometre = about five furlongs), the animals 
bore the strain satisfactorily ; but in the first fifteen 
days it was necessary to get rid of some that were 
too debilitated. A certain number of horses sensi- 
bly lost condition ; but upon the whole the state of 
nutrition was satisfactorily maintained, and a rest 
of eight days sufficed for restoration. 

Among infectious and internal diseases, strangles 
was especially prominent. It was introduced by 
some young animals from their source of origin. 
Although the disease was rather benign in character, 
it caused much loss of condition in many subjects. 
It did not cause many deaths. The treatment 
adopted was incision of suppurating lymphatic 
glands, administration of Carlsbad salts, and the 
external application of “ revulsive frictions.” Re 
covery took place slowly, and was accompanied by 
mild forms secondary affections as 
fever and purulent catarrh of the nasal and frontal 
cavities. 

Cases of colic due to irregular or improper feed- 
ing were comparatively few. Most of the colic 
seen was caused by overfeeding on “ rest days” ; 
and in these cases treatment with arecoline gave 
good results. Cases of gastric catarrh and of in- 
testinal inflammation were rather numerous; and 
the last-named were nearly always fatal. There 
were also cases of meningitis, which, if mild, yielded 
to a copious bleeding and the administration of 
arecoline. Catarrh of the upper respiratory pass- 
ages, bronchitis, and cardiac weakness from over- 
fatigue, were common. The last-named condition 
was treated successfully by the subcutaneous injec- 


tion of caffeine and camphor, and the administra- 
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tion of alcohol by the mouth. The author mentions 
one occasion upon which twenty horses became 
affected at the same time with urticaria, perhaps 
through drinking bad water. 

The principal external affections seen, naturally, 
were wounds of all kinds. Large wounds were 
sutured. Contused ones were regulated at the 
edges and treated open. The author gained excel- 
lent results from a method of disinfection which he 
has adopted for years, consisting in drying the 
wound, removing the hairs, and treating with dilute 
tincture of iodine or with mastisol. |Mastisol is a 
solution of various resins, especially of mastiche, 
in benzol, with a small addition of ether and of a 
colouring substance. It is prepared by the firm of 
Schubert, of Berlin.—Transl.]. He always avoided 
washing the wounds, even if they were soiled with 
earth. Recovery was very rapid; and the results 
were especially good when mastisol was used. 
Purulent, sanguineous, and gangrenous wounds 
were also treated with pyoktanin and with powdered 
dry dressings. Contusions of the tibia, the radius, 
and the joints were painted with mastisol. | 

Saddle sores, etc., were very frequent, and rapidly 
became aggravated when the horses had to remain 
saddled. As the corps to which the author belonged 
advanced rapidly, it was not possible to rest the 
horses ; and so these lesions, although treated from 
the start, became aggravated and led to serious 
necrotic processes of the back, the ligamentum 
nuche, the spines of the dorsal vertebra, and the 
scapula. With all this, the cases of septicemia 
were not common; and slaughter was only necessary 
in a few instances. 

Cases of laminitis from over-fatigue were common, 
and were often accompanied by colic. Treatment 
consisted in injections of arecoline, preceded by 
copious blood-letting. 

here were also some serious cases of suppurative 
and gangrenous pododermatitis following lesions of 
the feet, laminitis, and cartilaginous quittors. 
Punctured wounds of the foot from nails or other 
objects penetrating the sole and coronet were com- 
mon ; these, treated with tincture of iodine or with 
mastisol, recovered in a few days, with the exception 
of a single horse which developed a fatal attack of 
tetanus. 

There were some cases of abortion in mares due 
to excessive fatigue. The mares were from two to 
three months pregnant, and were requisitioned 
because the owners concealed their condition. 
Generally they showed symtoms of colic before 
aborting ; and many of them, despite all treatment, 
died of purulent endo-metritis. 

According to the author, the bullets of the French 
infantry inflicted much larger wounds than those of 
the Germans. The French bullets are longer and 
heavier than the German ones ; and are tapered for 
about half their length. Consequently, if they 
struck against a resistant object they assumed a 
transverse position; and by thus penetrating the 
body they caused wounds resembling those made by 
the dum-dum bullet. The author had to treat many 
of these wounds in the horses of hussar patrols, 
and had excellent results with mastisol and with 


tincture of iodine: He always avoided useless wash- 
ing and probing. 

The author records some isolated cases of interest. 
One was of a fissure of the tibia caused by a re- 
volver bullet discharged from a distance of only 
three metres; fifteen days later, the bone became 
fractured. Another was a peculiar instance of 
serious “shock” in a horse from the bursting of a 
shell in its immediate vicinity. The animal fell to 
the ground as if struck by lightning, and, although 
unwounded, for some time showed muscular tremors, 
unsteady gait, slowing of the heart’s action, small 
pulse, pale mucous membranes, and loss of appetite. 
The horse improved gradually, and recov after 
three weeks. 

Numerous wounds from splinters of shell were 
seen. Shrapnel wounds were not observed, because 
shrapnel burst too high. 

The author characterises the bombs of the avi- 
ators as ‘very murderous.” They weighed at least 
ten kilogrammes (= about 22 lbs.), and the smallest 
fragment of them sufficed to wound seriously. One 
bomb alone killed three soldiers and seven horses 
of a column; and fatal wounds were often sus- 
tained even at a distance of more than a hundred 
metres from the place where the bomb burst. 

The wounds produced by the darts of the avi- 
ators were also very serious. These darts were 12 
centimetres (= about 4-4/5 inches) long, and were 
thrown in bundles of from 50 to 500, from a height 
of 1500 metres and more. 

The maintenance of the horses, upon days of 
fighting and of forced marches, left much to be 
desired. For days together the horses of the 
artillery and the train could not be unharnessed, 
much less groomed. The food supply, in the 
author’s period of service, was satisfactory; but 
the conditions with regard to water were bad. The 
enemy covered the wells and springs with manure 
and earth; so that the Germans only had muddy 
pool water at their disposal, which the horses would 
not willingly drink. Not rarely journeys of some 
kilometres had to be made, morning and evening, 
to water the horses; and the lack of good water 
caused many animals to sensibly fall off in condition. 

According to the author, it is of t importance 
that the ange surgeon should supervise the 
horse-shoeing. The shoes generally lasted four 
weeks, and even six or eight, especially if the feet 
were overhauled on “ rest-days,” and loose nails 
changed and strengthened. Shoes and nails were 
requisitioned in France; because the reserve ma- 
terials did not arrive from Germany, and the far- 
riers’ field stock was insufficient. 

The transport of fresh horses from Germany was 
slow and troublesome. The horses arrived fatigued 
by the long journey, and were not strengthened by 
the life and work of the field. Horses were rarely 
captured as war booty, for the enemy killed those 
that could not be saved from falling into the hands 
of the Germans. 

Horses which were injured, exhausted, or in- 
capable of service from other causes, were collected 
into hospitals. The veterinary surgeons in charge 


of these destroyed incurable animals, sent those 
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which required a long treatment to the rear, treated 
all the rest, and then sent them to the front. 
Numerous horses, which otherwise would have had 
to be destroyed or abandoned, were saved and 
restored to usefulness by means of these hospitals. 
Finally, the veterinary surgeons were also charged 
with the inspection of meat for the whole army ; 
and this service proved to be of great utility. The 
meat inspection was regulated according to the 
laws in force in Germany, which give special im- 
ance to the inspection of the animals during 
ife.—(La Clinica Veterinaria.) 
W.R. C. 


THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 
(Nationa V.M.A.—Ir1sH Brancn). 


The Annual General Meeting was held in the Gresham 
Hotel, Upper Sackville Street, Dublin, on the evening 
of Friday, January 29, 1915. 

There were present: Mr. P. J. Howard (in the chair), 
Messrs. McCann, Dolan, Dunlop, Doyle, 
Watson, Profs. Mettam, Craig and O’Connor. 

Prof. J. J. O'Connor, Hon. Secretary, informed the 
members that the minutes of the last general meeting 
- had not been printed. 

Prof. Craic proposed that the minutes be placed 
the table until the next meeting. Mr. Watson 


seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously. 
C ce. Le 


orresponden tters of apology were read by the 
Hon. Secretary from Messrs. Wilkinson and Loughran. 
Letters of resignation -were received from Messrs. J. 
mekonay, T. McGuinness, and C. M. Griffin. 
Mr. Watson: I propose that the three gentlemen 


be asked to reconsider their resignations. We should 


not make any invidious distinctions, but in the case of 


Mr. McKenny we should make an extra strong appeal, 
because he is actually the father of this Association, and 
never spared himself on any occasion in forwarding the 
interests of the Association and of the profession. 

Prof. O'Connor: Mr. McKenny’s letter of resignation 
was before the last Council ns and I was in- 
structed to ask him to reconsider his decision. He 
wrote to Prof. Craig in reply and said, “I am sorry that 
Icannot see my way to withdraw my resignation from 
the V.M.A.I.” 

The CuarrMaNn: It is the usual course to adopt in 
these cases, that any person should be asked to recon- 
sider his decision. In reference to Mr. McKenny and 
Mr. Griffin I think we should instruct the Secretary to 
ask them to reconsider their resignations. 
impossible for the Association to accept Mr. McKenny’s 
resignation. We must try and adopt some means of 
having him to continue as a member. There should be 
some loophole to enable that to be done. It would be a 
crime for this Association to allow the connection to be 
severed. It is due to him that we have an Association 
atall. We should have it conveyed to him that it is 
our earnest wish that he should continue on the books 
as a member even if he does not attend once in the 
year. 
Prof. O'Connor: I think we should insist as far as 

ible on Mr. McKenny reconsidering his decision. 

the chief support of the Association ever since 
it came into existence, and he was always very enthusi- 
‘astic about everything connected with it. He made 
many sacrifices in forwarding its interests, and I think 
it would be a very great pity that he should resign. | 


are, Norris, | P 


It would be, 


think his services were not sufficiently appreciated. We 
should do our best to make him stick to the Association. 

Mr. Watson: He is so essential to the Association 
that I think we should go further than sending him a 
letter. He has given the best of his time and energy to 
keep it ther. I would pro that a deputation be 
nominated to point out to him why he should not 
resign. 

Prof. Metram: I wil] second that a deputation should 
call on Mr. McKenny and endeavour to persuade him 
not to sever his connection with the Association. 

Mr. Duntop said he would be very pleased to form 
one of the deputation. He knew Mr. McKenny very 
well, and he thought he would have some little influence 
with him. Mr. McKenny had asked him to call on him 
in reference to another matter, and he would give all 
the assistance he could in getting him to reconsider his 
resignation. 

r. Watson’s resolution was passed unanimously. 


Tue A.V.S. 


Prof. O’Connor submitted the circular letter from 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


The circular of the R.C.V.S. and the terms then 
offered by the A.V.S. appeared in our issued of Jan. 30, 
. 404. A further offer for one year of service appeared 
in our advertisement column last week, April 3. This 
shows a total of £428 10s. against a stated total of 
£376 15s. in the circular.] 


Mr. Watson: Have you any idea of how many in 
Ireland have joined ? 

Prof. O'Connor : I have no idea. 

The CuarRMAN : I may possibly be able to throw a 
little light on the origin of this letter as I happened to 
be at the meeting of Council at which it was decided to 
send it out. The reason was that some member of the 
profession—though it has not occurred in this country 
very much, but in England where they have given their 
services to the country—went away, and found that 
neighbouring practitioners have since been attempting 
to poach on their preserves. It is particularly dishonour- 
able at such a time as this, and the Council thought that 
through the various veterinary associations throughout 
the Kingdom the members would be able to make an effort 
to protect the interests of any -fellow-practitioner who 
would give his services at the present time to the Gov- 
ernment that an arrangement might be made whereby a 
veterinary oe might do his neighbour’s duty with- 
out any interference with his practice in his absence. 
Would anybody suggest taking any practical steps ? 

Mr. Watson : I think the suggestion would very 
difficult to carry out. A letter might be drawn up, 
with the co-operation of the North of Ireland and the 
Central Veterinary Medica] Associations, circularising 
the members of our own districts and asking them to 
observe esprit de s,and prevent poaching on a man’s 
practice, who is at the front. 

Mr. McCann: I am afraid a letter would not be 


much good. 
A member: I think a man who hes will run the 
ore the Registration 


risk of finding himself pulled up 
Committee. 

Prof. Craic: Would there be a. means by which a 
friendly ment could be enfo' q 

Prof. Metram proposed that a circular letter be 
drawn up and copies sent to the members of the 
Association. 

The CuatrMAN: Would you give us some idea as to 
the style of the letter ? 

Prof. Metram: It could be suggested that they might 
make it convenient where they are able to fall in with 
that idea to give it their serious consideration. 
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Mr. Duntop: .At any time ing on a man’s prac- 
tice would be a very serious offence. At the same time it 
is a thing that would be rather difficult to deal with. 
There often might be a case of suspicion where a veter- 
inary surgeon acting for another might get over some 
client of the absent practitioner. I think it would be 
well to absolutely refuse to take on any such client. I 
think it should be a matter of etiquette. No medical 
man will take on any patient that has been under the 
care of another doctor. I de not see why some guar- 
antee should not be given—at any rate, some statement 
should be made absolutely refusing to do such a thing. 
I have not acted very much for other veterinary sur- 
geons, but when I did I was always very paticular about 

and I think everyone should do the same, and 
absolutely refuse to take on a client under such 
circumstances. 

The CHarrman: A circular might be sent to all 
members of the Association enpumqantes by one of 
these circulars before us. It might be brought to the 
notice of all members of the profession in Ireland. My 
idea is that at least we should endeavour to bring the 
matter before the notice of our members. I think our 
Association might play a most important part in this 
matter in pointing out in the circular to every member 
who would consider offering his services that an arrange- 
ment should be come to with his neighbour, through 
the Association, that would be to his interest and his 
benefit. Whereas an agreement between his neighbour 
and himself might not be kept, an agreement between 
practitioners made through the Association might have 
to be kept, or we would know for what. 

Mr. Norris: What has happened in the case of men 
who have gone y? 

The CuarrMaNn: He has simply placed an assistant 
to do the major ee of the work. 

Mr. Norris: I do not think you will ever get them 
to keep through the Association an honourable agree- 
ment to will not keep between themselves. 

The CHarnMAN: Here is a circular from the body 
corporate asking us to do something. 

r. Norris: I do not think that any man will come 
here to sign an agreement. 

Prof. Metram: I do not think it fair to ask them to 
come here. We should treat oe member of the 
profession as an honourable man. The Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons can inflict pains and penalties 
on anyone that does not toe the line. 

Mr. Norris said as soon as they approached a man 
on the subject through the Association he would “jib.” 

Mr. Duntop: I do not think you can have an agree- 
ment _ through the Association. 

Mr. Norris: If men have an agreement between 
them they will keep it honourably. 

It was unanimously agreed that a circular be sent out 
suggested. 
Report oF Councit. 


Prof. O’Connor submitted the report of Council. 

“A meeting of the Council was held on the 14th 
January, 1915. 

A letter of neues was read from Mr. McKenny, 
also one from Mr. F.C. Ryan. The Hon. Secretary was 
instructed to write these gentlemen asking them to re- 
consider their resignations. 

gay resolution by Prof. ~ 
and passed at the meeting in May, 1914, came up for 
That inf pared for disc 

t in future papers pre or ussion 
before the Association be pee into type and circulated 
among the members of the Association prior to the 
meeting. That at the next January meeting the rules 
of the iation be altered so that the reading and 


a of a paper take precedence over all other 
usiness.” 

The Council recommend that a Sub-Committee be 
formed consisting of Mr. Watson, Profs. Craig and 
O’Connor to revise the rules of the Association. The 
Secretary reported that, after making enquiries, the 
approximate cost of printing the papers for diseussion 
would be between 30s. to £2. F 

Prof. Craig having drawn attention to the fact that 
the amendment to Rule 9, “and in those cases in which 
the subscriptions are in hapinte for three years, the 
membership will automatically cease,” now comes into 
force, the Hon. Sec. was instructed to have it inserted 
on the notices summoning the General Meeting, with 
a note drawing attention to it. 

As no nominations for officers for 1915 had been 
received, the Council nominate the following, in addition 
to those eligible for re-election, for election :— 

President, A. Watson, unopposed ; 

Vice-President, D. S. Prentice ; 

Members of Council, Messrs. Purcell, J. F. Healy, 
J.S. McCann, and G. Jarratt. 

Accounts for printing, clerical assistant, and secre- 
tarial expenses were passed for payment.” 


Prof. Merram: In view of the fact that it has been 
suggested that the rules be referred toa special commit- 
tee to be recast, I am willing to withdraw the resolution 
standing in my name on the understanding that the 

uestion will be considered by the Committee in framing 
the new rules. 

Mr. Watson : It will be open to the Sub-Committee 
“— I think the resoluti posed by M 

r. DUNLOP : resolution pro’ y Mr. 
Mettam is a good one. There is only one suggestion I 
would make and that is an addendum of the words 
“Unless otherwise determined by a resolution of the 
Council.” I think we should reserve the right, as papers 
are sometimes sprung on us rather suddenly, and circum- 
stances might arise that would prevent the resolution 
from being carried out. Otherwise I approve very much 
of it. I merely make the suggestion to the Committee. 
Prof. Metram: A clause might be put in giving it the 
effect of a general rule. : 

The CuarrMan: Any rule may be suspended in case 
of emergency. 

On the motion of Prof. Mettam, seconded by Prof. 
Craig, the report of Council was adopted. 


Hon. TREASURER’S BALANCE SHEET. 


Prof. CraiG, in presenting his balance sheet for 1914, 
said : I wish to draw attention to one item—the number 
of subscriptions which I have received for 1914 is 55— 
not a large number for the membership. Nearly 100 of 
the members have not subscribed. No doubt there isa 
balance in hand slightly more than last year—there 
were less expenses than in the previous year— but we 
have not yet paid our subscription to the National 
Veterinary Association. 

Prof. Mertam: How much is the subscription ? 

Prof. Craic: £3 10s. It is supposed to ape the 
number of subscriptions taken in at 1s. per head. Last 
year we would have required to pay more than the 
number of py taken in to pay that. 

Mr. Watson : Have you any account of the arrears 
due by various members ? 
Prof. Crate: Fifty members owe arrears of four 
years and over. 

Mr. Watson : Then these fifty members are not mem- 
bers of the Association. 
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J. F. CRAIG, IN ACCOUNT WITH THE VETERINARY 
Mepicat AssocraTION OF IRELAND. 


a balance from 1913 
Subscriptions, 1914 
Arrears paid 
Payments in advan 


Dividends received id 

Invested in Consols os 

» 99 Lndia 34 percent. 
Bursary Account ‘ 


Cr. 

By Transfer to Bursary Account 
Reporting Meetings 
Audit Fee... 
Secretarial Expenses (Assistant) ... 
Printing and circulating Proceedings... 

- Postage, etc., Secretary and Treasurer ... 
Stationery and General Printing ; 
Annual Dinner Expenses 
Contribution to Mrs. Moore’s Fund 

Balance in hand ... sie 


8. 

6 
1 
0 
0 
9 
0 
6 
5 
6 
9 


Bursary Account to January, 1915 


1914 
Dr. Jan. 1—To Balauce _... 
Dec. 31— ., Proportion of Interest 


47 0 1 
115 3 


‘£4815 4 
£s. d- 

Cr. By Balance—Invested ... 40 0 0 
In Bank 815 4 

£48 15 “4 


Examined and found correct, 
15th Jan., 1915. Josepn H. Woopwortm, F.C.a. 


The Cuarrman : Is there engtiing to be said about 
this unhappy report that we have received from our 


rer. 

Mr. Dove: It looks as if something should be done. 

The CuairMAN : Do you ever get a reply from those 
from whom you endeavour to get subscriptions ? 

Prof. Craic : Two or three years ago I circularised the 
members in arrears, and I got a “tenner” out of them. 
but I got into hot water with two or three members 
because I approached them for money. Some told me 
they had eedy paid, and that they could not be in 
arrears. 


The CuarrMan : Would it be possible just before they 
would be able to slide away under this new rule to get 
these men handled by a paying member of the Associa- 
tion who would collar those in arrear in his neighpour- 
hood—make him a voluntary colleetor 1 

Prof. Craic : I propose to bring forward the names of 


members in arrear at the next Council meeting, and 


let the Council consider what should be done in the 
matter. 
Pref. O'Connor seconded the proposition, which was 


Mr. Watson proposed that the Treasurer’s accounts be 


Prof. METTAM in seconding said, with regard to the 
Association’s contribution to Mrs. Mettam for Mrs. 
Moore’s fund for the men going to the front, he desired 
in her name to thank them for their generous gift to it. 
She had been able.to spend the money in Dublin in buy- 
ing comforts of various kinds. She had also asked him 
te give them some idea of her success in providing for 
the men of the A.V.C. She got in all £124 in cash, and 
she had also received and forwarded 155 pairs of socks, 
55 mufilers, 37 shirts, 36 pairs of mittens, 22 helmets, 23 
body belts, 18 pairs of gloves, 7 pairs of cuffs, 20 vests, 
3 pairs of pants, 13 jerseys, 38 handkerchiefs. That was 
the list up-to-date, and she would with their subscription 
be able areas certain goods which would be highly 
apprecia’ 

ELEcTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. Dolan and Mr. Doyle, who acted as opamne, 
announced the result of the voting for the election o 
officers and council as follows :— 

President. A. Watson. 

Vice-Presidents. D.S. Prentice, W. C. Patrick. 

Members of Council. J. H. Norris, J. B. Dunlop, 
W. H. Wilkinson, B. P. J. Mahony, J. F. Healy. 

Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Secretary re-elected. 

The newly-elected President, Mr. Watson, having 
taken the Chair, said: I thank you one and all for 
doing me the honour of putting me in this chair. People 
may say as they like that they do not care a fig about 
these honours, but 1 think it is a sign that you are well 
thought of by your colleagues in the profession when 
on are ote in such a position, and every man should 

ope to gain that position. The list of Past-Presidents 
of the Association includes many distinguished names— 
names that are honoured by every member of the pro- 
fession in the three Kingdoms, and even beyond the 
three Kingdoms, across the seas in Canada and in Aus- 
tralia. And so it isa great honour for me to occupy the 
presidential chair, coming after them. I sincerely trust 
that I will be able to hand over the escutcheon un- 
tarnished. (Applause). 

Mr. Wilkinson wrote me a letter about the tax on 
motor cars, and he asked me to bring it before the 
Association. It ape that for the last two years he 
was allowed the rebate allowed to medical practitioners, 
but this year the Local Government Board sent out a 
circular te all the County Councils in Ireland drawing 
attention to the fact that a veterinary surgeon cannot 
be allowed the rebate as a medical practitioner. I do 
not think there is very much use in precipitating a crisis 
by having a case tried for members of the Association. 
I think it would be better left over for the Council to 
determine what action should be taken. 

The matter was discussed at length by the members 
present, but no decision was arrived at. 

The CHAIRMAN said they owed their thanks to the 
Officers, the President, the Council, the Hon. Secretary 
and Hon. Treasurer for their magnificent efforts on 
behalf of the Association during the year that had just 
closed. The President was a most enthusiastic member 
of the Association. It was all very well for those resi- 
dent in the city, but as he attended at t incon- 
venience he deserved well of the Association and the 
profession. Their President had discharged his duty 
without bias, and held the balance evenly, discharging 
his oy to the satisfaction of everyone. He did not 
know of anyone who had been more energetic than their 
late President, who did his best for them always. He 
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_ Harvey, 


had great pleasure in proposing a vote of their most 
cordial thanks to him for dignified conduct in the chair. 

r. DoyLe said he had great pleasure in seconding 
the vote of thanks, which was passed unanimously. 

Prof. Merram said Mr. Reavy would doubtless have 
been with them but he was doing work for the Govern- 
ment in Canada. 

Mr. McCann said he had t pleasure in 
a vote of thanks to the Hon. retary (Prof. O’Connor) 
and the Hon. Treasurer (Prof. Craig). They were two 
splendid officers who deserved their best thanks. . 

Mr. Howarp, in seconding, said they owed those 
officers a debt of gratitude for keeping life in the Associ- 
ation. They did a lot of very valuable work, and he 
was sure they would continue to manage its affairs well 
in the future. 

The CuarrMaN said he thoroughly agreed with what 
Mr. McCann and Mr. Howard said ; both positions 
were very unenviable ones. 

The vote of thanks was passed unanimously. 

Prof. O'Connor: I am very thankful for your ex- 
pression of confidence in me as your Secretary. It 
always gives me the greatest pleasure to do cnyting I 
can on behalf of the Association. 

Prof. Craig: I can assure you that the best thanks 


- you can give the Treasurer is not enly by paying your 


subscriptions and arrears of subscriptions, but also by 
endeavouring to get other colleagues to join the Associ- 
ation. I like to see the balance sheet show that the 
funds of the Association are in a flourishing condition. 

Mr. Hare said he had great pleasure in proposing a 
vote of thanks to the gentlemen who formed the Council 
of the Association. They did a great deal of extra 
work for the Association, and they deserved the thanks 
of all for the manner in which they did it. 

Mr. DoyLe seconded the vote of thanks, which was 


Mr. ‘Norris, on behalf of the Council, acknowledged 
the vote of thanks, and the proceedings concluded. 


J. J. O'Connor, Hon. Secretary. 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
[NationaL V.M.A. SouTHERN Brancu.]} 


The 32nd Annual Meeting was held at the Royal 
Clarence Hotel, Exeter, on Friday, March 26th, when, 
on account of so many members being up with the 
Forces, there was a small attendance. Those present 
included Capt. F. P. Bennett, Paignton; Messrs. P. G. 
Bond, Plymouth; E. W. Bovett, Bridgwater; F. T. 

St. Columb; R. E. L. Penhale, Torrington ; 
W. L. Richardson, Wadebridge, and Wm. Roach, Exeter. 

Mr. Penhale was voted to the Chair. 

— minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 

Apologies for non-attendance were read from Prof. 
Penbert y, Messrs. W. H. Bloye, A. J. Down, G. H. 
Gibbings, C. H. Golledge, Percy Penhale, Wm. Penhale, 
A. G. Saunders and W. P. Stableforth. 

The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. P. G. Bond) presented 
his annual report and nce sheet, and same was 
approved and adopted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President. On the motion of Mr. Penhale; seconded 
by Capt. Bennett, Mr. Wm. Roach was unanimously 
js Mires 5 President for the ensuing year. 

Vice-Presidents. Messrs. A. J. Down, R. J. Collings, 
C. C. Parsons and H. E. Whitemore were elected. 

Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Secretary. Messrs. P. G. 
Bond and Wm. Ascott were respectively re-elected, and 


thanked for their services to the Association during the 
past year. 

New Member. Mr. W. H. Preston, proposed at the 
last meeting by Mr. Percy Penhale, seconded by Mr, 
Wn. Ascott, was duly elected a member. 


Army VETERINARY SERVICE. 


The circular letter issued by the Royal Collage (a 
of which had been sent to each member) was feces 
Mr. W. L. Richardson expressed his willingness to offer 
his services, provided arrangements could be made to 
carry on his practice during his absence, and the Hon, 
Secretary was directed to write Mr. Harvey of St, 
Columb, Mr. Crowhurst of Bodmin, and Mr. Langdon of 
Camelford, Mr. Richardson’s neighbouring practitioners, 
with a view to mutually arranging for this to be done. 

It was resolved that a donation of £3 3s. be voted to 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 


OBITUARY. 


_ thetic reference was made to the death of Mr, 
G. Parker Short of Torquay, since the last meeting, and 
the Hon. Secretary was directed to convey a vote of 
condolence to Mrs. Short. 

On the motion of Mr. Harvey, seconded by Mr, 
Penhale, the Hon. Treasurer was asked to convey to Mr. 
and Mrs. Wm. Ascott, whose youngest son was killed in 
action at Karonga, Nyasaland, the deepest sympathy of 
the members of this Association. 

It was provisionally arranged to hold the Autumn 


meeting at Plymouth. 
Wm. Ascort, Hon. Sec. 


MADRAS VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The annual report states that Mr. Aitchison con- 
tinued to hold the appointment of Principal throughout 
the year and, Mr. D’Silva that of the Assistant Prin- 
cipal. Mr. Valladares, senior lecturer, was transferred 
to the Civil Veterinary Department, Central Provinces, 
as Deputy Superintendent on probation for six months. 
The vacancy on the teaching staff was met by Messrs, 
H. C. Sampath Ayyangar and S. Sankaramurthia Pillai, 
2nd and 3rd lecturers, acting as Ist and 2nd lecturers, 
and Mr. V. Krishnamurthi Ayyar, House Surgeon, 
acting as 3rd lecturer. 

Applications from 69 qualified candidates for admis- 
sion to the College were received. From those who 
presented themselves 28 students were chosen, from 
whom the new class was formed. During the first term 
seven of the less suitable men were dispensed with and 
subsequently one graduate from Board's office, and one 
school final candidate were permitted to resign their 
seats in the College at their own request. The number 
of students in Col in December, 1913, was—Class A, 
19; Class B, 19; Class C, 14. 

For the year 1914-15 qualified applicants were 
numerous, and seven matriculates {and 24 school 
men were selected, from which the new class was 
formed. 

The annual professional examinations were held. The 
Board of Examiners was constituted as follows :— 
President : Major-A. Smith, 1.c.v.p., Prin. Bengal V. Coll. 
Members: Mr. K. Hewlett, 1.c.v p., Prin. Bombay V. Coll. 

Mr. F. Ware, 1.c.v.p., Supt., C.V.D., Madras. 

The results of the examinations are shown in the 


following table :— 
Class. Presented. Passed. Percentage. 
A 19 16 84.2 
B 19 15 78.9 


12 
The high percentage of of the previous 
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73.6 per cent., was more than obtained. The Board of 
Examiners were well pleased, and considered that the 
results reflected credit on the College. 
Twelve graduates obtained their diploma. Eleven of 
them were entertained in the Civil Veterinary Depart- 
t, Madras. The remaining graduate was not under 
any obligation to serve Government and did not join 
the department. 
The hospital work continues to give ample oppor- 
tunities for clinical instruction. There has been a slight 
falling off in the number of cases treated, but that is 
‘bly owing to a healthy ee in general for animals. 
During the year there were outbreaks of Foot-and- 
Mouth disease and Rinderpest in the city of Madras. 
Both diseases were of a very severe type. The College 
was not able to accommodate more about one- 
fourth of the cases belonging to the large owners of 
working cattle, z.c., the mills, corporation, etc. Segre- 
gation camps were therefore started under the super- 
vision of the College staff on the owners’ premises, and 
in this way the congestion of work in the segregation 
ward of the College was relieved. 
During the year the Civil Veterinary Department for- 
warded 247 slides to the College for examination and 
report, and 12 slides were examined for the Madras 


tion. 
The report concludes with the finance accounts, and 
notes on the additions in progress at the hostel. 


The Freezing Point of Watered Milk. 


Dr. G. W. Monier-Williams has undertaken for the 
Local Government Board an investigation into the 
freezing points of a considerable number of milks 
known to be of natural unaltered composition, with the 
object of ascertaining whether the freezing point is 
capable of being used with any advan in guarding 
the quality of the milk supply, and whether the indica- 
tions afforded by it are more accurate than these ob- 
tained by the well-known chemical methods of examin- 
ing milk already in use. His conclusions appear in a 
report issued by the Local Government Board last week. 
He found that the average freezing point of 141 samples 
of genuine milk was —0.5345° C. the values ranging from 
—0.558°C. to —0.514°C. The freezing point, he ob- 
serves, appears to be the most constant of any of the 
properties exhibited by genuine milk. Although un- 
affected by the removal of fat from or the addition of 
separated milk to genuine milk, the freezing point is 
raised by the addition of water to the milk. It is con- 
cluded, however, that owing to the experimental diffi- 
culties involved in obtaining reliable results it is some- 
what doubtful whether the method is capable of general 

ieation for the purposes: of milk control.—The 
neet. 


Many determinations have been made by various 
workers of the osmotic pressure of the blood serum of 
different animals, and it has been shown that this is 
practically constant for any given species. It is natur- 
ally to be expected that different fluids of the body 

_ should either the same osmotic pressure, or that 
there should be a constant relation between them, and 
it has been shown that there is such a constant relation- 
Sie petwern the osmotic pressures of the blood and 

ilk of tg bg of the work which has been done 
ting to the identity of these constants. As is well 

own, the freezing-point of a solution is a simple and 
teliable index of its osmotic pressure, and the result of 
work of various investigators been to show that 
ng-point of milk is independent of differences 

age, or period of lactation of the cows yielding 
whereas the proportions of all the constituents of 


in 
it, 


milk which are determined even in a thorough analysis 
are liable to considerable variation. The osmotic pres- 
sure, or freezing-point, is a function of the ratio of the 
number of molecules of dissolved substances to the 
number of molecules of the solvent; the variation in 
the proportion of one dissolved constituent, therefore, 
as for example, lactose, may be compensated by a cor- 
age variation in the opposite sense of the pro- 
portion of some other soluble constituent. In milks 
containing less than the normal proportion of solid 
matter, it is frequently very difficult to decide whether 
this is due to some abnormality in the milk itself or to 
the nce of added water, and, for the reasons just 
stated, the determination of the amount of lactose or 
ash may be insufficieut to settle the question; any 
serious variation in the freezing-point in an upw 
direction, however, points with considerable certainty 
to the addition of water. The chief disturbing element 
in such argument is the development of acidity in the 
milk by fermentation of the lactose, by which the num- 
ber of molecules of dissolved substance is increased, and 
deductions from the freezing-point can therefore only 
safely be made in the case of milks which have not 
undergone any appreciable souring. — B..1/../. 


The Stomach and the Canalis Gastricus. 


It has been commonly supposed that fluids and solids 
on being swallowed must necessarily be mixed up in the 
stomach, but there is now much important evidence to 
show that such a view must be revised. It is held that 
fluids can be swallowed, in fact usually are swallow 
and yet not mix with other ingesta within the lumen o 
the stomach ; they pass on, by the aid of a special ar- 
equa to be immediately noted, direct from the 

iac orifice to the pylorus. Comparative anatomy 
has shown that such an arrangement holds good for 
ruminants, and at a later time it was discovered that 
carnivora possess the same faculty, despite the fact that 
in them the stomach is a single chamber. Recently Dr. 
F’T. Lewis has called attention to a canal along the 
lesser curvature of the human fcetal stomach ; he has 
called it the “canalis gastricus.” He says “it suggests 
“a continuation of the cesophagus . . and may be- 
come a tube during its physiological activity, by the 
approximation of its lips.” Some recent radiographic 
and anotomical researches by Dr. Geoffrey Jefferson in 
the Journal of Anatomy and Physiology (1915, vol. xlix. 
p. 165) give further strong support to the likelihood of 
some action such as this persisting in adults and realis- 
ing in this way a selective course to the pylorus for 
fluids. Screen examinations of 22 normal people after 
being given a mixture of bismuth oxychloride and milk 
of the consistency of thin cream showed that in 18 in- 
stances the fluid was confined to the lesser curvature ; 
in the other four cases it spread rapidly over the sides 
of the stomach, but these stomachs were atonic. That 
such a course does not merely represent the shortest 
path gravity would demand is shown by the holding up 
of some portion just below the cardiac orifice. Nor does 
Dr. Jefferson agree wholly with Dr. Hertz that the 
normal empty stomach is contracted down like a piece of 
small intestine, the localised stream being accounted for 
in this way. That the stomach really makes a co- 
ordinated effort to direct the fluid into a channel at its 
lesser curvature is thus suggested by X rays. 

Finally, there must be recognised the active part 
played by the oblique muscle of the stomach in accom- 
plishing this local canalisation. It is probably by the 
contraction of its upper fibres that the bismuth, as seen 
by the screen, was so constantly held up below the 
cardiac orifice. This sheath of muscle, in fact, is of 


more importance than was supposed, and its action aids 
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in forming this functional “ canalis gastricus.” Further 
proof of the specialisation of the lesser curvature of the 
pars cardiaca for some function other than that of slowly 
pressing the food out into the outer pyloric part is 
shown by the marked difference in the action of the 
muscle along the lesser curvature as seen by X rays, the 
change occurring at the incisura angularis. The whole 
diameter of the pars pylorica takes part in active peri- 
staltic waves coursing towards the*pylorus. It is, how- 
ever, very rare tosee any indentation of the lesser 
curvature in the pars cardiaca. There thus seems to be 
a fundamental functional difference between the two 
parts, which gains its best explanation from the facts 
above discussed.— 7he Lancet. 


Prevention of rusting and plugging 
of hypodermic needles. 

For the purpose of preventing rusting and plugging 
of hypodermic needles, the best thing to use is a mixture 
of equal parts of almond oil and alcohol. This may be 
kept in a covered glass dish or a wide-mouthed bottle, 
and the needles allowed to remain in the liquid when 
not in use. When required for use they are removed 
by means of tweezers, drained, and any liquid remain- 
ing in the tube cleared out with a jet of alcohol. Solu- 
tions containing bacterins and vaccines seem especially 
liable to produce plugging of needles, and this annoy- 
ance can 
needle prolonged, by the use of the almond oil and 
alcohol mixture.— Pharmaceutical Journal. 


prevented absolutely, and the life of the |. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, April 1. 


Recutar Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps, 


To be temporary Lieutenants :— 
w.s Ey 4 


. 8. E. Morton. Dated March 15. 
H. Burrell. Dated March 18. 


Lieutenants from S.R. to be Lieutenants :— 


J.J. Plunkett, A. G. Lalor. Dated April 2. 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 


To be tempo 


J. A. Weller, W. H. Weller. Dated April 8. 


MENTION IN DESPATCHES. 


Army VETERINARY Corps. 
J. Macintyre to be Lieutenant. Dated April 2. 
Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
April 7. 
Qmrs. with hon. rank of Lieut :— 


A supplement to the London Gazette contains addi- 
tions to the list of officers “recommended for gallan 
and distinguished service in the field” in Sir John 


French’s despatch of January 14. 
The following names are included :— 


Army Vet. 


Corps—Major H. M. Lenox-Conyngham, 
Captain S. Black. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF 


Period. 


Parasitic 
Mange. t Swine Fever. 
Ani- 
Out- | Ani- 
mals. Scab.}| Out- 
reak3) mals. b 


Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended April 3 


1919... | | Bl 


Total for 13 weeks, 1915 


1914 ... | 265 | 284 | 11 | 74 23 | 72] 983| 1816] 188] 855 | 8131 
1913... | 185 | 202 49 | 165 | 1079 | 2270] 108] 505 | 6360 
1912 ... | 343 | 388 52 11411600 | 3687] 144] 859 | 10384 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 6, 1915 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked : York, North Riding 1. 
t Figures for one week only. 


Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended April 3 one 4 23 
Total for 14 weeks, 1915 aie 1 1 13 180 69 431 
1912 ... 1 1 27 213 64 544 


figures for the Current Year are approximate 


t of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 6, 1915 


” 
Al 
RETURNS. 
Anthrax and-Mouth d 
Disease. 
out-| ani.|— | out | 
reaks|"mals. | Out- | Ani- [breaks 
breaks) mals. 
(a) (a (b) (b) b) a 
12 | 18 1 1 59} 1381 2 57 222 
ft 2 2 38 52 4 74 853 
3 29 63 | 122 3 88 541 
6 11! 74) 126 69 576 
| 220 | 246 12 | 136 | 1005 4195 
De 
| 
\ 
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Wipows’ Pensions: CHILDREN’s ALLOWANCES. 


We are asked to publish the following :— 


“The widow and children of an officer holding a temp- 
orary commission who is killed in action, or dies of 
wounds or disease directly attributable to active service, 
are the same as those of an officer of the Regular one 

Yearly pensions and compassionate allowances payab 
are :— 

If killed in action or died 
of wounds received in action 

Captain Lieutenant 
Widow £100 £80 
Each child 18 15 


If died of illness directly 
attributable to active service 


conditions 
Widow 75 60 
Each child 15 12 10 
The ion payable to the widow commences on the 
day following her husband’s death, and is only subse- 
quently discontinued should she re-marry or prove un- 
worthy of it. ce 
The compassionate allowance to each child is payable 
until the age of 18 years in the case of a boy, and 21 


years in the case of a girl.” 


Sournh AFRICAN ExpEpDITIONARY Force To GERMAN 
Sours West Arrica. List oF VETERINARY OFFICERS. 
Director of Veterinary Services : 
Lieut.-Colonel James Irvine Smith, J.P. 


Veterinary Hygiene and Sanitation Specialist : 
Lieut.-Colonel C. E. Gray. 


Majors : 


Bush, J. G. 
Collyer, J. B. (Staff 
cer to Director of 
Cannon, G. T. 


Jowett, W. 
Lee, G. W. 
Runciman, B. 


Sharpe, C. M. 


Captains: 


Andrews, W. H. 
E.H 


Cunningham, M. 
Crowhurst, J. W. 
Clemow, E. T. 
Dunning, F. J. 
Donaldson, J. 
ki 
ey, 8. 
Harber, A. F. 
Howie, A. M. 
Hodder, A. 


Joyce, J. F. 
Jebneton, 8. I. 
Kellett, 'T. 


McCall, D. B. J. 
McCall, G. R. 
McNeill, J. 
McGregor, J. G. 
Myhill, B. A. 
W. 

ilkington, J. K. 
Peddie 3 

uinlan, J. 

trachan, C. H. 
Skues, F. M. 
Stokes, E. E. 
Thompson, J. 
Viljoen, P. R. 
Wadlow, C. H. 
Worsley, J. A. (Died 

on Active Service) 


One Base Veterinary Depot. 
One Base Veterinary Store. 
Eight Base Veterinary Hospitals. 
Fifteen Mobile Field Veterinary Sections. 


The A.V.C. Comforts Fund. 
Headquarters, I G.C., 
4th April, 1915. 
Dear Sir 


On behalf of the officers, N.C.O., and men of the 
Army Veterinary Corps serving with the Expeditionary 
‘orce in France, I desire to thank all members of the 
ee profession, and their friends, who have so 
generously contributed by subscription, and in kind, to 
the Army Veterinary Comfort Fund, and in other ways 
have so kindly assisted in adding to the comfort and 
well-being of the men of the Army Veterinary Corps, 
during the very trying winter through which they have 


It is needless for me to say how much the gifts have 
been appreciated. The gratitude of all ranks cannot be 
sufficiently expressed, but the kindness of the many 
contributors will certainly be remembered for all time. 

I am particularly asked to express their pride in the 
fact that it is the profession to which their Corps 
belongs that has so greatly contributed to their comfort 
and enjoyment. 

I trust you will kindly convey, through the medium 
of your paper, this message of thanks and appreciation 
to all.—I am, yours very truly, 

J. Moore, 
Director of Services, 
Expeditionary Force. 
The Editor, 
Veterinary Record. 


Farnborough. 
Mrs. Moore regrets that ooing to illness she has been 
unable for some weeks to issue lists of further subscrip- 
tions and gifts received for the Fund, but hopes to 
— lists next week, including a summary of articles 

istributed, up to date. 


The Track of War. 


The following account of the devastation wrought in 
Belgium and the northern districts of France by the 
Germans is sent home by Second Lieutenant Charles 
Laing Warr of the Dumbartonshire detachment of the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders ; it appeared in 7’he 
North British Agriculturist. Lieut. Warr has been at 
the front for five weeks, and he writes :— 

“It has been a great experience, and I am thankful for 
it. No newspaper description of ruined Belgium can 
describe the utter terribleness of the ghastly reality. 
Conjure up a waste land : lifeless, desolate, devastated. 
— a country road for two-and-a-half miles from 
our billet to the firing line with scarcely a roofed house 
to be seen. Each village is worse than the other—un- 
inhabited, crumbling, smashed to atoms. The roads are 
torn and blown my by shells, the ditches are filled with 
wheelless limbers, broken waggons, and motor omnibuses, 
shelled to bits. In the hamlets, where scarce a stone is 
left standing on another, a foul stink makes the atmos- 
phere loathsome. Everywhere is mud—oily, black 
stenching. The fields are wasted and are living seas of 
mud, cut and intersected with evacuated trenches filled 
with slimy water. No birds are heard to sing in this 
region of death—their songs are hushed: the roar of 
artillery and crack of rifle fire, incessant and monotonous, 
makes day wearisome and night hideous. All around is 
Se woe Cross, the one sunbeam of hope in a land of 

ness. 

Near the firing line matters are worse. Last night I 
was in a village not forty yards from the German 
trenches. The star-shells every ten seconds or so made 
the darkness light as day. This village is indescribable ; 
it has been simply crushed to atoms. 1 picked my way 


along streets lumbered with rafters, broken waggons, 
and every imaginable of end 
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A new Anesthetic—Luminal. 


In a review by the Lancet of the February issue of 
the Journal of Physiology, mention is made by a com- 
munication on “Observations on Anesthesia by Phenyl- 
ethyl malolyl urea,” contributed by W. L. Symes. 

This substance is advertised, under the name of 
Luminal, as a powerful hypnotic. Its sodium salt, 
which is freely soluble in physiological saline, yields an 
unstable solution. This drug, dissolved as required 
was used to obtain uniform anesthesia for pro onged 

riods and without marked diuresis. Animals have 
— kept unconscious for various periods up to 18 days. 
Most of the experiments were made on cats and a few 
on rabbits, the latter being somewhat less susceptible. 

The result may be summarised as follows :—with cats, 
for experimeuts lasting three to five hours, a subcu- 
taneous dose of 0.2gm. luminal per kilo. is usually 
sufficient and safe. Except with old cats, anesthesia is 
complete within one hour. Since the maximum effect 
only is produced, 0.15 gm. per kilo. may be given sub- 
cutaneously or by the mouth in the evening, and, if 
necessary, an additional 0.5 gm. per kilo. on the follow- 
ing morning, 10 to 20 minutes before commencing the 
experiment. Cats under luminal are markedly poi- 
kilothermic. Unless they are warmed their rectal tem- 

rature may fall below 30°C., if they are over-warmed 
it may reach 43°C. without warning from change in 
respiration. Cats may with care be kept unconscious 
for days, and recover completely. 

Rabbits are conveniently and rapidly anzesthetised by 
intravenous injections of a 10 per cent. solution. 


Wake up, England! 


It was shown a few years ago, by an investigation 
carried out at the Imperial Institute, that an excellent 
source of the alkaloids (atropine and hyoscyamine) was 
the plant Hyoscyamus muticus, which grows in large 
quantity in Egypt. Since then jthe supplies of this 

lant have been largely and increasingly taken by 
erman manufacturers, under the system - which, in 
the British Empire and Dependencies, foreigners enjoy 
exactly the same trading facilities as ourselves. The 
manufacture of the alkaloids from this drug has come 
to be practically confined to Germany, with the result 
that at the present these alkaloids are obtained with 
difficulty in this country, and at prices which are 
almost prohibitive. The Imperial Institute has recently 
brought the matter again before British manufacturers, 
and, although the supply of the plant at present avail- 
able is small, heavy purchases having been made by 
Germany at the beginning of the war, there is a pros- 
t of an ample supply in future. The successful pro- 

, satel of these alkaloids in Great Britain may soon 
further extend the list of such active principles produced 


re. 
Another Egyptian drug in regard to which German 
has shown astuteness in securing the mon 
lies has been senna. The world’s senna supply comes 
rom India and Egypt, the two varieties being known 
respectively as Tinnevelly and Alexandrian, although 
Alexandria is not actually the port through which this 


trade passes. Up to the time of the war the trade in 
Egyptian senna was principally controlled by German 
firms, who on occasion have made use of their controlling 

ition greatly to the disadvantage of British buyers. 
se the +L of the war, however, the export of 
senna from Rt to all countries except the United 
Kingdom and France has been prohibited, while a 
somewhat similar restriction has been placed on the 
export of Tinnevelly senna by the Indian Government. 
It is to be hoped that when peace is again established, 
foreign traders will not be allowed to obtain control of 
this or other drugs em the British Empire, to 
the disadvantage of British firms. 


Hunting Memorial Fund. 
Subscriptions received up to April 7th, 1915. 


Amount previously acknowledged 
(vide Veterinary Record, Nov. 14, 1914) £353 17 
Geo. A. Banham, Esq., F.R.c.v.s., 4 Rock 
Road, Cambridge 
Capt. W. F.L. Bright, Ist Army 
eadquarters, B.E.F., France 
Fred. W. Willett, Esq., M.R.c.v.s., 70 
High Street, Staines 


£358 18 0 


Will all those members of the profession and others 
who were friends or admirers of the late Mr. William 
Hunting, as well as the Societies at home or over-seas, 
who intend to subscribe but have not yet done so, send 
on their subscriptions as soon as they ——— can? 
The fund closes after June 30th next, and immediately 
after the General Committee will meet to decide the 
way in which the money shall be disposed of. 

he General Committee is large and representative, 
and embraces all sections of the Profession. It consists 
of (1) The Council and Board of Examiners of the 
R.C.V.S. (2) The Principals and Professors of all 
English, Scotch, Irish and Colonial Veterinary Schools. 
(3) The Presidents and Secretaries of all existing Veter- 
inary Societies throughout the British Empire. (4) All 
officers of the Army Veterinary Service at home and 
abroad. (5) All officers of the Indian Civil Veterinary 
Department, and (6) All veterinary officers of De 
— of Agriculture and Sanitation in the British 

mpire. 

Remittances to be made peyable to “The Huntin 
Memorial Fund,” and crossed “London, City an 
Midland Bank, Ltd., Kensington Branch.” 


Henry Gray, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 
23 Upper Phillimore Place, London, W. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 
Sir, 

In your last issue I notice an advertisement for veteri- 
nary surgeons for the Army. There is one statement in it 
that appears to me to require an explanation. What does 
an ‘‘ Annual remuneration of approximate value of £350” 
really mean ? Perhaps you would kindly inform me in your 
next what is meant by ‘‘ approximate value’’? Does it 
mean that a part of the £350 is to be taken out in quarters, 
food, etc.? If so, how much will the officer holding the 
temporary commission in the A.V.C. have left for himself, 
perhaps to maintain home establishment er such as 
rent, rates and taxes, and also the keep of a wife and a 
family and their education. 

The sum of £350 is apparently a tempting bait, so I think 
the item should be clearly explained to, and understood by, 
those married men in the profession who are desirous of 
joining the A.V.C. 

I notice that there is a scarcity of medical men. Those 
under 40 years of age must, if required, serve abroad. 
Those over that may serve at home. Evidently the 
medical man with an established practice is like the veteri- 
nary surgeon under similar conditions. 

‘* ENQUIRER.” 


C.V.S. ON REMOUNT DUTY. 
Sir, 


May I offer a little suggestion to the War Office, that 
Civil Veterinary Surgeons in charge of Remount a j= 
should go on the reserves of the Veterinary Corps and be 
supplied with uniform when on duty: this would give the 
A.V.C. someone to draw upon when in an emergency. I 
am in charge of a Depot and would be quite willing to be 
on the reserve. 

“A VETERINARY 


April 7th. \ 
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